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"We study Latin because without it we cannot know our history and our heritage. Without that
knowledge, we cannot know ourselves. Nosce teipsum (know thyself). If one can read that, one
can–in one's life–begin to do that. The link between Latin and our lives is deep and abiding.
. . . We also learn grammar, an ancient art and science that tells us how to put together our
thoughts and hence our lives with clarity, dignity, and gravity. Claritas, dignitas, gravitas."
– Dr. A. Bartlett Giamatti, former president of Yale University and English professor
Everyone is familiar with
that tired old saw, "Those who
can, do. Those who can't do,
teach." Perhaps it would be
more accurate to say, "Those
who can inspire, teach." That
was certainly the case in the
classroom of Philip Lockhart at
Dickinson College in Carlisle,
Pennsylvania. Whether his students came from public high
schools, or prestigious prep
schools, this was where their
education began in earnest.
Somehow, in an 8:00 a.m. Latin
101 class, Professor Lockhart
had his students bright-eyed
and eager to conjugate Latin
verbs and decline nouns until
they were ready to read
Cicero, Vergil, Horace, and
more. He was able to make
the Catilinarian conspiracy,
described by Cicero, seem as
exciting as the movie The
Godfather, and to make his
students believe that no human being could really mature
without learning life lessons
along with Vergil's Aeneas in
the Aeneid.
With a PhD from the University of Pennsylvania and his
knowledge of Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Sanskrit, ancient Persian,
et al., Professor Lockhart certainly had the makings of an
eminent classical scholar. Yet,
he chose to pour his time,

talent, and love for classics into
teaching at Dickinson College.
In so doing, he prepared
countless young men and
women for careers in teaching
Latin and Greek. He prepared
many others for success in fields
ranging from law, to business, to
government service, to medicine, by helping them develop
a deep understanding of language, discipline of thought
and verbal expression, and

teaching and continues to
shine through his students who
have, in turn, become teachers.
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Latin teachers derive satisfaction from knowing that they
are exposing students to
knowledge with such an illustrious history. At the same time,
they can assure students and
their parents that the hard
work they put into learning
Latin will bring rewards such as
an expanded vocabulary,
which may lead to higher verbal SAT scores, a foundation for
learning a modern language,
and honed critical thinking skills
that will benefit them in whatever subjects they may study.
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